RS 8:141

CHAPTER 3-F. ST. LANDRY PARISH CEMETERY DISTRICT

§141. St. Landry Parish Cemetery District; creation; boundaries; purpose

The governing authority of St. Landry Parish is hereby authorized to create the St. Landry Parish
Cemetery District, referred to in this Chapter as the "district", the boundaries of which shall be coterminous
with the boundaries of St. Landry Parish. The objective and purpose of the district created in accordance with
the provisions of this Chapter shall be the acquisition, establishment, operation, and maintenance of one or
more public cemeteries within the district.

Acts 2003, No. 499, §1; Acts 2022, No. 574, §1.



RS 8:141.1

§141.1. Board; qualification of members; appointment; vacancies; officers

A.(1) The registered voters of each police jury district in St. Landry Parish may propose the creation
and implementation of cemetery districts in each police jury district in the parish. Each such cemetery district
shall become operative when the proponents of a petition proposing the creation of a district contains the
signatures of at least twenty-five registered voters of the police jury district in St. Landry Parish and such
petition is filed with the registrar of voters for St. Landry Parish.

(2) If the registrar of voters determines that the required twenty-five electors have validly signed such
petition for the creation of a cemetery district, he shall issue a certificate stating that the twenty-five or more
electors residing in the proposed district have signed the petition and shall forward the petition to the
governing authority of St. Landry Parish within fifteen days of receipt of the petition.

(3) Within fifteen days of the presentation of the petition by the registrar of voters, the governing
authority of St. Landry Parish shall appoint members to a steering committee which shall be a transition
committee forming such cemetery commission.

(4) Within fifteen days after the appointment of the steering committee, the steering committee shall
submit names for commissioners from a list compiled from public meetings held to educate the public on the
operation of the cemetery district and other related matters. The governing authority of St. Landry Parish shall,
within fifteen days, appoint the commissioners from the list of names from the steering committee. The
commission shall then be designated as the District Cemetery Commission. The specific designation of the
cemetery district shall correspond to the respective police jury district as established by the 2000 decennial
census.

B.(1) The boundaries of any such commission shall be coterminous with the boundaries of the
respective police jury district when the commission is formed.

(2) An area may be removed from a district if the board of commissioners for such district receives a
petition signed by at least two-thirds of the registered voters for the parish.

C. The commission shall be governed by a board of commissioners and shall be known as the Board of
Commissioners of District Cemetery Commission of St. Landry Parish, referred to in this Chapter
as the "board".

D.(1) The commissioners of each board shall be appointed by the governing authority of the parish of
St. Landry. The governing authority shall appoint members from a particular police jury district who shall be
residents of such district. The governing authority of the parish shall attempt to achieve a racial balance when
appointing the commissioners to the board.

(2) Of the commissioners initially appointed, one-half shall serve for a term of two years and the
remaining one-half shall serve for a term of four years. The length of the term of each commissioner appointed
shall be determined at the first meeting of the commission.

(3) The commissioners shall serve until their successors have been appointed and qualified.

(4) The terms of commissioners of the board appointed upon the expiration of the initial terms shall be
four years, and upon expiration of a term of office, a successor shall be appointed as provided in this Section.

(5) Any vacancy which occurs prior to the expiration of the term for which a member of the board has
been appointed shall be filled by the appointment as provided for in this Section for the unexpired term.

Acts 2003, No. 499, §1; Acts 2022, No. 574, §1.



RS 8:141.2

§141.2. Corporate status; powers and duties

A.(1) As soon as practical, the board shall meet and elect, from among their members, a chairman, a
vice chairman, and a secretary/treasurer and such other officers as the board deems appropriate.

(2) The minute books, archives, funds, and accounts of the commission shall be maintained by the
secretary/treasurer.

(a) The secretary/treasurer shall have signatory powers of the commission. The secretary/treasurer
shall be bonded by a surety bond for the amount of funds the board handles between certified audits.

(b) The chairman, vice chairman, and secretary/treasurer shall have signatory powers for the purpose
of check writing. Two of the three officers shall sign each check.

B. The duties of the officers shall be fixed by bylaws adopted by the board. The board shall adopt
such rules and regulations as it deems necessary and advisable for the conduct of business and affairs and, to
the extent that funds are available, shall hire such assistants and employees as they are needed to assist the
board in the performance of its duties. The board shall hold regular meetings as shall be provided in the
bylaws and may hold special meetings at such times and places within the boundaries of the commission as
may be prescribed in the bylaws.

Acts 2003, No. 499, §1.



RS 8:141.3

§141.3. District as a political subdivision; election imposing taxes, maximum tax; authority

A. Each district shall be considered a political subdivision of the state, and is granted all the powers to
sue and be sued, and own equipment on property acquired by it for cemetery purposes and without limitation
shall have all the rights and powers, and authority enumerated for a cemetery governing board.

B. The board shall have the power to levy and collect, within the boundaries of a district, an ad
valorem tax not exceeding one mill on the dollar of assessed valuation on all immovable property in the
district, for a period not to exceed ten years, as authorized by R.S. 33:2740.1.

C. The imposition, collection, and enforcement of the tax and any procedural details necessary to be
established to supplement the provisions of this Section and to make provisions applicable to the tax imposed
in Subsection B of this Section shall be fixed by the resolution of the commission. The commission shall have
the authority to contract with the sheriff, the Department of Revenue, or any other agency or political
subdivision for the collection of the tax.

D. The board shall set forth the purposes for which the proceeds of the tax are to be used in the
proposition submitted at the election hereinafter required, and such proceeds may be funded into negotiable
bonds.

E. The tax shall be adopted by a commission only after the question of the imposition of such tax and
the funding thereof into bonds pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall have been submitted to the
qualified electors within the boundaries of such district at an election to be called, conducted, canvassed, and
promulgated by the governing authority of such district in accordance with the general laws of the state
governing the authorization of general obligation bonds and the majority of the qualified electors voting in
such election shall have voted in favor of such additional tax and the funding thereof into bonds.

F. The resolution imposing any tax in Subsection B of this Section, or amendments hereto, shall specify
that the avails of proceeds of the tax after payment of collection costs shall be used solely by such commission
for the maintenance of all areas that fall under the heading of Public Cemetery. The proposition approved at
the election shall constitute a full and complete dedication of the avails or proceeds of the tax and its
provisions shall control the allocation and expenditure thereof.

G. All revenue raised by taxes levied pursuant to this Section shall be used within the district levying
the tax.

Acts 2003, No. 499, §1; Acts 2022, No. 574, §1.



