
CHAPTER 11. UNDEVELOPED LAND 
 
§ 701. Application 
 

This Chapter applies to all undeveloped land of a cemetery authority that is used, intended to be used, 
or converted into use for the interment of human remains. 
 
Acts 1974, No. 417, § 1. Amended by Acts 2022, No. 574, § 1. 
 
§ 702. Standards of construction 
 

No undeveloped land shall be sold or otherwise disposed of for use for the interment of human remains 
unless the person, cemetery authority, or other entity that intends to sell or otherwise dispose of such land 
for such use has made reasonable and adequate provisions for the installation of the necessary roadways, 
walkways, drainage, embellishments, features, landscaping, and other facilities that will insure the completion 
of the undeveloped land into the kind of cemetery that is being or will be represented for sale to the buying 
public. 
 
Acts 1974, No. 417, § 1. Amended by Acts 2022, No. 574, § 1. 
 
§703. Compliance with ordinances and specifications 
 

The development of the undeveloped land shall comply with the laws, ordinances, building codes, and 
any and all other lawful requirements of the state, parish and municipality in which the land is located. 
 
Acts 1974, No. 417, § 1. Amended by Acts 2022, No. 574, § 1. 
 
§ 704. Improper use a nuisance; penalty 
 

Every landowner who sells or otherwise disposes of or causes or permits the sale or other disposition 
of undeveloped land for use for the interment of human remains in violation of this Section shall be guilty of 
maintaining a public nuisance and, upon conviction, shall be punishable by fine of not less than five hundred 
dollars nor more than five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not less than one month nor more than 
six months, or both. 
 
Acts 1974, No. 417, § 1. Amended by Acts 2022, No. 574, § 1. 
 
§ 705. Construction in compliance with existing laws 
 

The penalties of this Title shall not apply as to any land that is being used for the interment of human 
remains if the continued use of such land is not in violation of the laws for the protection of public health. 
 
Acts 1974, No. 417, § 1. Amended by Acts 2022, No. 574, § 1. 
 
§705.1. Commencement requirements; application form; application fee 
 

A. Prior to the first sale of a cemetery space or the right of use or interment in any cemetery space in a 



garden which has not yet been developed, the cemetery authority shall submit to the board all of the following: 
 
(1)  A copy of the preliminary plans. 
 
(2) A map or plat delineating the sections, blocks, plots, or other subdivisions, with descriptive names 

or numbers. 
 
(3)  A copy of all sales promotion material. 
 
(4) A copy of the pre-construction sales contract. 
 
(B) The cemetery authority shall submit the information required in this Subsection on an application 

form prescribed by the board, accompanied by an application fee of two hundred fifty dollars to cover the 
board’s reasonable and ordinary expenses associated with determining compliance with applicable 
provisions of this Title. 
 
Acts 2015, No. 222, § 1. 
 
§706. Commencement and completion requirements 
 

A. A cemetery authority shall commence the installation of the necessary improvements to the 
undeveloped land in which sales, contracts for sales, or reservations for sales are being made, within twenty-
four months after the date of the first such sale.  The completion of all such necessary improvements shall 
be no later than forty-eight months after the date of the first sale.  However, extensions for completion, not to 
exceed six months, may be granted by the board for reasonable cause, but in no event shall any such 
extension exceed one year, with the exception of extensions provided pursuant to Subsection B of this 
Section. 
 

B. The board, at its discretion, may grant an extension to the time period set forth in Subsection A of 
this Section based upon the occurrence of a force majeure event.  Such an extension shall be granted only 
for reasonable cause.  Each force majeure event shall be treated as a separate incident. 

 
C. Failure to commence or complete development within the time required in this Section shall be a 

misdemeanor punishable by fine of not less than two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars or 
by imprisonment of not less than thirty days nor more than one year, or both. 
 
Acts 1974, No. 417, § 1.  Amended by Acts 2010, No. 63, § 1. Amended by Acts 2022, No. 574, § 1. 
 
 


